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PUBLIC PROGRAM - JUNE 15th at 5pm
ANNUAL ELECTION & POTLUCK
&
EDYE DINGMAN SCHOLARSHIP AWARD

I

n June of each year, we celebrate another year of birding, presentations and social activities by getting together at our potluck.
Although we always formalize our new Board members on this occasion (rarely new - mostly recycled veterans!), it's much
more of a social event than a formal one; a time when we renew friendships, update each other, shoot the breeze and talk about
birds now and then. Importantly though, this is also an occasion to further bird conservation in a way that will last - that is,
we award scholarships for college students who are continuing on to higher education with the goal of working in some part of
the environmental field in order to conserve our planet and its amazingly rich but severely threatened biodiversity.

C

olumbia College student Austen Thibault is our 2016 scholarship recipient. With an AA in English and several years
experience as a reporter for the Union Democrat, Austen returned to Columbia this last fall to study environmental science
with the goal of majoring in Biology - Ecology and Biodiversity at Humboldt State University. His writing skills coupled with
his growing understanding of the issues that face our planet and its inhabitants will give him power to initiate positive changes.
Austen attended Sonora High School, is passionate about our natural areas, and volunteers with CSERC and the Stanislaus
National Forest. So, please meet and congratulate Austen at this annual potluck dinner and election.

A
B

lso, Clancy McConnell who received our scholarship award in both 2014 and 2015 and graduates this June, will attend
our potluck and speak briefly about his current activities and plans.

ut that's not all; if you attended our November public meeting, you'll remember that Sal Salerno introduced us to the
"Audubon of the West", Andrew Jackson Grayson. At that time Sal was raising money to purchase a set of Grayson's
"Birds of the Pacific Slope" for the Stanislaus Library; that mission has been accomplished and Sal will have one of the books
on show for us to review at our leisure. So, come along to see and admire part of an influential local expert's life work.

Y
J

ou will be pleased to know that the CSAS Board recently authorized a $500 donation to Mother Lode Wildlife Care which
will be presented to Laura Murphy at the potluck

oin us at 5 PM, June 15th in the Ambulance Building on Striker Court just
outside Sonora to congratulate Austen and to celebrate another year of birding
and socializing, with another year for which to prepare. Don't forget - bring your
favorite potluck dish so that we can also celebrate your culinary achievements!

The potluck will be at 5pm at:
Tuolumne County Ambulance,
18440 Striker Ct,
Sonora, CA 95370

UPCOMING 2016 PUBLIC PROGRAMS
September 21, 2016:
		
October 19, 2016:

Sarah Stock, "Raptors in Yosemite"
Nancy Muleady-Mecham, "Inside
Birds: Avian Structure and Function"

November 17, 2016: Clancy McConnell. Twice our
scholarship recipient - graduating in June. TBD
December 17, 2016:
Sonora CBC
December XX, 2016: Groveland CBC
January 1, 2017:
Calaveras CBC

TRICOLORED BLACKBIRD
YOUR ACTION REQUESTED

L

ast month I wrote about the Tricolored Blackbird situation, what Audubon California is doing to conserve it,
and our Chapter's donation to that effort. Now comes a time
when you can undertake a fairly simple task and make a difference for this California near-endemic bird. Here's what Audubon California is requesting:

T

he future of California’s beloved Tricolored Blackbird is in
question. Last December, the California Fish and Game
Commission advanced this species as a candidate for protection
under the California Endangered Species Act. Now, the Department of Fish and Wildlife is accepting comments on whether this
the Tricolored Blackbird deserves protection. We know birds depend on these types of protections: in fact, the emergency listing
has already been critical in saving several colonies and thousands
of birds.

F

ortunately, Audubon members have a say in saving the Tricolored Blackbird. The Department is receiving comments on
whether the bird needs protections until June 1st. Their findings
will be the basis for the Commission’s ultimate decision on protections for this California species.

P

lease send emails to the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife today, demanding the Tricolored Blackbird receive
California’s endangered species status. We’ve set it up to make
sending this email very easy – it will just take a moment.
Here's the url where you can quickly do that; you can either
send the email as written, or modify to your satisfaction:
https://secure.audubon.org/site/Advocacy;jsessionid=2D29B036A5EBC5F1336D46311ED03EC2.app312a?pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=2237
.............................

BARN OWLS IN NEST BOX - UPDATE

Photo by John Turner

.................................................
SIGHTINGS & BEHAVIORS
April 30
or 20 years I've been tracking the chat in my backyard on
Mormon Creek and the Table Mountain ditch. Except
for 2013 and 2014, It's been a great joy to listen to it chortle,
whistle, caw and pipe all night long (it's quiet by July). This
year, I first heard its song April 26.
Barbara Balen, Mormon Creek. Elev. 1900' - 1500'

F

May 12
The green heron is back on Six Bit Ranch Rd. Chinese Camp
Charlotte Ginn, Red Hills, Chinese Camp
May 12
saw three Spotted Sandpipers yesterday at Phoenix Lake
along the shore by Lori Lane. While we have only lived
here full-time for a year and a half, this was my first time
seeing them at the lake. Fun!
Kit DeGear , Phoenix Lake, elevation 2400 ft.

A

I

As you see, they are getting quite close to adulthood.

May 15
his morning I birded the first 2.5 miles of Cherry Lk Rd
from Hwy 120 east of Groveland with Ron and Barbara
McDow. We saw or heard 33 species. Highlights were Hairy
Woodpecker, Dusky Flycatcher, Cassin's Vireo, Bewick's
Wren, Nashville Warbler and Black-throated Gray Warbler.
Jeanne Ridgley, Groveland

s you will remember, Sandi & John Turner have the honor of hosting a young family of Barn Owls in a nest box
in their yard! The first one hatched around April 3rd and
here's John's latest update: May 16 - we remain the proud "parents" of four lovable Barn Owls chicks. I got up to the box and
asked them to pose for me. They did a very good job of posing! I
will not be taking too many photos, as the parents were VERY
upset -- flying around and screaming their heads off. I had to be
careful getting back into the house as they were waiting for me to
come out the front of the carport (I exited through the back door
and fooled them!).

T

May 17
spent Sunday night at Camp Jack Hazard with Jason Poisson. There were two vocal Olive-sided Flycatchers while
we were there, 2 Brown Creepers & prolific MacGillivray's
Warblers on both sides of Hwy. 108. I also saw a Hermit
Warbler and an American Dipper at Columns of The Giants
Geologic Site. I can't forget the scorpion I encountered! The
back entrance to Eagle Meadows is still closed. I couldn't
help but notice the amount of dead trees this year.
Xavier Sandoval, Modesto

I

voiced his opposition but I kept my distance. I think there is
an active nest site just below where he is perched. Two years
ago a pair of Prairie Falcons nested there. I will hike from
the other direction up to see if I can see the nest on the cliff.

I

did find the Peregrine Falcon nest. Very exciting but extremely difficult to photograph. It was so fascinating to
watch both parents come and go and interact with passing

May 8
have been listening to a Peregrine Falcon for many weeks
now. I watched today as it flew with food to the rocky cliffs
near where I live. I decided to hike through the tall scary

I

Peggy Sells
birds like the turkey vulture. They protect the nest so aggressively. Listening to different calls between them was so cool.
Peggy Sells, Twain Harte

Peggy Sells

snake grasses to get a closer look. I just happened to pop out
at the right location as he was perched on a rock. Definitely

Peggy Sells

May 22
on, & Barbara McDow and I had a great morning of
birding at GCSD. We saw 43 species which included
three warblers: Yellow, Wilson's and Orange-crowned. Olive-sided Flycatcher, Western Wood-Pewee and Willow Flycatcher were first of the season here. There were three Wood
Duck females and two Mallard females with young on the
large sewer ponds. Also notable were four species of swallows: Tree, Violet-green, Cliff and Barn.
Jeanne Ridgley, Groveland

R

May 27
ach year in April I avidly wait for the opening date of the
Smith Parkway in Calaveras Big Trees State Park. This
means I can spend time with Canyon Wrens—usually from
a distance. This year the canyon was practically silent. From
time to time I heard a faint canyon wren trill, but search as I
might, I saw no activity.

E

H

owever, my wife Claudia and I decided to explore a
somewhat unused river trail, and at our first stop we
were surrounded by Canyon Wren song. The nest was high
in an oak tree and adult wrens were busy transporting food.

O

n the way back from our destination, we checked the
oak tree and much to our delight young wrens were
hopping over rocks below the tree. There appeared to be five
fledglings, all making a buzzing squawk that reminds me of
an arcing electrical connection.

CSAS JUNE FIELD TRIPS
June 1 GCSD

T

he first Wednesday of the month Bird Walk at the Groveland Community Services property at 18966 Ferretti
Road, Groveland will be led by Jeanne Ridgley on June 1 and
July 6. The property encompasses an area of more than 200
acres of oak, pine and willow habitat with three water storage
ponds.

M
Alan Beymer

eet the group in the GCSD parking lot at 8:00 am.
Bring binoculars and a birding field guide if you have
one. Rain will cancel the trip. Jeanne Ridgley(209)962-7598.

June 4 Tricolored Blackbird Nesting Sites

W

hile the parents observed from a safe distance, the
young birds practically surrounded me. The fledgling in the photo was so close I had to lean back to obtain
proper focus.
Alan Beymer

W

e will be looking for local Tricolored Blackbird nesting sites. They differ very much in their nesting habits
from any other North American birds. Come be a part of Citizen Science in action. Results will be sent to eBird. We should
be back by noon. Dress in neutral colors, Wear comfortable
shoes, bring water, snack, binoculars and spotting scopes if you
have them. Meet at Perko's on Mono Way, Sonora at 8:00 am
to carpool. Ken Smith, CSAS Field Trips. (949)922-1455
........................................

They had Feathers: is the World ready
to see Dinosaurs as they Really Were?

D
Alan Beymer

inosaurs have been getting slowly more birdlike for decades—perhaps not in mainstream depictions, but at
least in the minds of paleontologists. See the article at:
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/they-had-feathers-is-the-world-ready-to-see-dinosaurs-as-they-really-were-2/?utm_source=Cornell%20Lab%20
eNews&utm_campaign=9338018069-Cornell_Lab_
eNews_2016_05_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4
7588b5758-9338018069-277553317
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YOUR AUDUBON BOARD

Chapter of the National Audubon Society

Tom Parrington, President			

(209)928-3835

P.O. Box 3047, Sonora, CA 95370

Walt Kruse, VP Conservation			

(707)548-1829

David Harden, VP Programs			

(209)533-1668

Tom Harrington, Secretary			

(209)694-8564

Linda Millspaugh, Treasurer 			

(209)586-9557

Ken Smith, Field Trips

General Meetings: Third Wednesday at 7pm (except July and August), in
the Tuolumne Public Library on Greenley Road, Sonora.
Board Meetings: Third Wednesday at 3pm (Sept. - May) at the Blood
Bank Conference Room behind Rite Aid on Greenley Road, Sonora.

		

(949)922-1455

Pattie Henderson, Membership		

(209)586-2169

Membership of National Audubon & CSAS

Pamela Blair, Education			

(209)533-1668

If you are not already a member, we would be honored to have you join us.

Jan Jorn-Baird, Publicity			

(209)532-1106

You can join as a full member of National Audubon Society which includes

Barry Boulton, Newsletter Editor		

(209)596-0612

dues for CSAS membership or, alternately, you may join as a local member

				rbarryboulton@gmail.com

of CSAS in which case you will receive the monthly Squawker newsletter and

YOUR AUDUBON COMMITTEES

be privy to all other CSAS activities.

Ron & Barbara McDow, Bird Box Trail		

(650)391-5277

An application form is on the front page of the CSAS website at

Tom Harrington, Book Sales			

(209)694-8564

www.centralsierraaudubon.org/join-us/

Anthea Neilson, Hospitality			

(209)533-0360

Pamela Blair, Scholarship			

(209)533-1668

