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June 15, 2016:         Annual Meeting, Potluck and election
                                 of CSAS Officers.
The potluck will include a video presentation on 
“Birds and their Behaviors at Merced Wildlife Refuge”
                                                Video by Barry Boulton  

September 21, 2016:      Sarah Stock, Yosemite Wildlife 
                                                                   Biologist
   
October 19, 2016:   Nancy Muleady-Mecham, NPS 
      Ranger

UPCOMING 2016 PUBLIC PROGRAMS

PUBLIC  PROGRAM - MAY 18th at 7pm

“BIOLOGY  OF  THE  WHITE-CROWNED  SPARROW
OF  THE  SIERRA  NEVADA”

Presented by TOM HAHN

When Mountain White-crowned Sparrows return to the High Sierra in May, conditions can vary dramatically from year 
to year.  Sometimes, little snow remains, nesting habitat is already open, and spring weather is good, permitting nearly 

immediate initiation of breeding.  However heavier snow packs can prevent access to preferred nesting habitat, delaying nest-
ing for up to two months after arrival.  In addition, 
capricious spring weather can present life-threaten-
ing situations when food sources for ground-feeding 
birds are concealed by new snowfall precisely when 
conditions become most thermally challenging. Con-
sequently these birds combine flexibility of onset of 
breeding with “facultative altitudinal movements” to 
lower elevations at the base of the eastern Sierra slope 
to escape foul weather.  These abilities appear to be 
important adaptations to the challenging conditions 
faced by birds breeding in challenging environments 
like the High Sierra.

Tom Hahn is on the faculty in Biological Sciences 
at UC Davis.  He and his students do field re-

search throughout the West on the behavior and phys-
iology of wild songbirds, particularly nomadic finches 
such as crossbills, pine siskins and evening grosbeaks.  
He teaches courses in Animal Behavior, Avian Physiol-
ogy, and Hormones and Behavior, and leads field trips and workshops on identification of birds by their calls and songs.

Join us at 7 PM, MAY 18th in the Tuolumne County Library on Greenley Road in Sonora to enjoy Tom's presentation. 
The public is always welcome at our monthly programs and refreshments are served after the program. Products and publi-

cations on a wide range of birding topics are on display and on sale at each meeting.

Mountain White-crowned Sparrow        Zl. oriantha



TRICOLORED BLACKBIRD

Photo by Barry Boulton

After the demise of the Passenger Pigeon, the Tricolored 
Blackbird became the species forming the largest breed-

ing colonies of any North American land bird, with as many 
as 400,000 in one colony of 60 acres!  Now, it is reckoned that 
the total population in California has plummeted to less than 
200,000.  Just like the Passenger Pigeon, this bird needs large 
colonies to survive and so this small total population spread 
over many colonies makes it very vulnerable to extinction.

Audubon California is raising money to protect nests 
during the breeding season. They pay farmers to delay 

harvests until the young have fledged. 

Colonies totaling up to 45,000 birds are nesting on dairy 
farms in Kern, Tulare, and Merced counties where Audu-

bon wants to buy time for the birds.  If you are able to donate, 
please go to this Audubon website:
https://secure.audubon.org/site/Donation2;jsession-
id=A64151471A072CE4FE5ACECD1BECA76F.
app304a?idb=1362135459&df_id=9090&9090.dona-
tion=form1&mfc_pref=T&s_subsrc=E4&s_src=CON-
CAT&idb=0

At our Board meeting on April 20th, we (CSAS) decided 
to allocate $1,000 to this project.

This particular male bird was photographed at Yosemite 
Junction (108/120) in Tuolumne County where the col-

ony displays, mates and nests in a typical but now-rare stand 
of blackberry bushes.  The colony is thriving, but probably 
numbers 200 individuals or less.  I uploaded to YouTube a 
short video of their recent courting displays at this location 
and you can view it at: 

https://youtu.be/ICj11zIk-zY

If you are aware of any such breeding locations for the Tricol-
ored Blackbird, please shoot an email to Ken Smith who is 

spearheading CSAS efforts to monitor this bird kenksingz_2@
yahoo.com and cc me rbarryboulton@gmail.com

.......................................

BARN  OWLS  IN  NEST  BOX

Sandi & John Turner have the honor of hosting this young 
family of Barn Owls in a nest box in their yard!  The first 

one hatched around April 3rd followed quickly by the others  
at roughly two day intervals, and the final count is now the 
four healthy and voracious youngsters you see here. 

John says " The parents are very protective and screech a lot. 
Now they start that even when I approach the carport and 

dive at me until I go into the house.  In all the years we've had 
barn owls nesting in the box, they have never actually attacked 
us, just swooped over us within six feet or so. This is the first 
time in about 5 years there has been a nesting after the ravens 
got into the owl box and took the young owlets and later re-
turned and took the eggs from the re-nesting. I had since made 
the entrance the minimum size for Barn Owls".

Photo by John Turner
.................................................



SIGHTINGS & BEHAVIORS

March 28

Saw FOS Rufous Hummingbird today. It must be Spring! 
There was an Anna's hovering around a bush they like 

in my yard. The Rufous showed up and there was a minor 
kerfuffle. They both sped off, but only the Anna's returned. I 
have not had another sighting of the Bullock's Oriole, alas. I 
also had about 15 Band-tailed Pigeons today that have been 
very active in the neighborhood the last few days.

Kit DeGear, Phoenix Lake, Sonora

March 30

I heard strange sounds coming from my neighbor's yard 
lakeside across the street.  Going down to investigate, I saw 

what I thought was a crow up in an Oak tree. The bird flew 
down to the neighbor's deck and I got a good view and re-
alized it was the Great-tailed Grackle. Beautiful blue-black 
coloring, bright yellow eyes and a tail as long its body - defi-
nitely larger than a Jay. The sounds were incredible, hoots, 
whistles, chucks and hisses! He pranced around on the deck 
railing and up to the roof. He didn't seem to be overly con-
cerned by my presence. I observed him for about 15 min-
utes. Quite thrilling to see and hear!

Kit DeGear, Phoenix Lake, Sonora

April 3

Saw the FOS Blackheaded Grosbeak in my yard yester-
day. Didn't see him today. 

Charlotte Ginn, Red Hills, Chinese Camp

April 5

The FOS Black-headed Grosbeak arrived in Groveland 
yesterday.  Very happy to see his return.  He didn't look 

too tired, but was really checking out the flock of Band-
tailed Pigeons sharing the deck railing with him.

Carol Rosalind, Groveland

Black-headed Grosbeak - Carol Rosalind

April 12

Saw my FOS Black-headed Grosbeak today at home. I 
have heard him in the neighborhood for the last few days. 

At least 8 Great-tailed Grackles at the Willow Springs 
pond/lake area today. There were at least 6 in the lower 

playground area (3 of which were female) and at least 2 more 
around the lake. Yikes! 

Kit DeGear, Resort Rd./Deon Dr. near Phoenix Lake

April 16

After hearing Black-headed Grosbeaks singing for the 
last couple of weeks, a male came out of hiding to feed 

at our sunflower seed feeder.
Ken Smith, Chinese Camp, Bull Pine, grass savannah

 April 16

Had a male and 2 female Phainopeplas in my mulberry 
tree. I heard them last week, but didn't see them. 

Charlotte Ginn, Red Hills, Chinese Camp

April 21

Lazuli Bunting male drinking at our bird bath.   Probably 
been 3 decades since we saw the last one here.

Ken Brunges - Maureen Kelley, Columbia, 2400'
.....................................

FIELD TRIP REPORTS

Salt Springs Valley Reservoir – April 9, 2016

Our plans for an outing to Salt Springs Valley Reservoir 
seemed to attract rain, but on Saturday, April 9, despite 

the rain, Ken and Evelyn Smith, Kit and Walt DeGear, Linda 
Millspaugh and Jan Jorn-Baird made a short caravan to the 
western part of Calaveras County.  We did get rained on but 
we did identify 38 different species.  We started at a black-
berry bramble just west of where Highways 108 and 120 
split at Yosemite Junction to observe a flock of Tricolored 
Blackbirds.  The birds flew off when we arrived but after a 
short time a large flock returned.  Some disappeared quickly 
into their nests in the bramble.  At least one was observed 
with several insects in its beak.  

We also stopped at another blackberry bramble on 
Rock Creek Court, just north of Highway 4.  From 

there we also had a good view of an Osprey nest on the top 
of a pole.  There was a pair of osprey hunting in the area.  We 
continued on along Rock Creek Road to Salt Springs Valley 
Reservoir and had lunch under their cabana.   Visibility was 
not that great because of the light rain - light was very flat - 
so we did not see any eagles on the other side of the reservoir.  

Jan Jorn-Baird
........................................



Central Sierra Audubon Society - CSAS
Chapter of the National Audubon Society
P.O. Box 3047, Sonora,  CA 95370

General Meetings: Third Wednesday at 7pm (except July and August), in 
the Tuolumne Public Library on Greenley Road, Sonora.

Board Meetings: Third Wednesday at 3pm (Sept. - May) at the Blood 
Bank Conference Room behind Rite Aid on Greenley Road, Sonora.

Membership of National Audubon & CSAS

If you are not already a member, we would be honored to have you join us.  
You can join as a full member of National Audubon Society which includes 
dues for CSAS membership or, alternately, you may join as a local member 
of CSAS in which case you will receive the monthly Squawker newsletter and 
be privy to all other CSAS activities.
An application form  is on the front page of the CSAS website at
www.centralsierraaudubon.org/join-us/

YOUR AUDUBON BOARD

Tom Parrington, President   (209)928-3835
Walt Kruse, VP Conservation   (707)548-1829
David Harden, VP Programs   (209)533-1668
Tom Harrington, Secretary   (209)694-8564
Linda Millspaugh, Treasurer    (209)586-9557
Ken Smith, Field Trips                              (949)922-1455
Pattie Henderson, Membership  (209)586-2169
Pamela Blair, Education   (209)533-1668
Jan Jorn-Baird, Publicity   (209)532-1106
Barry Boulton, Newsletter Editor  (209)596-0612
    rbarryboulton@gmail.com
YOUR AUDUBON COMMITTEES

Ron & Barbara McDow, Bird Box Trail  (650)391-5277
Tom Harrington, Book Sales   (209)694-8564
Anthea Neilson, Hospitality   (209)533-0360
Pamela Blair, Scholarship   (209)533-1668

East Sonora Bird Walk - April 23

Our chapter's first trek on Yosemite Road and Fitch 
Ranch Road in East Sonora had beautiful crisp 

weather with 17 attending for a walk that took us 2.7 miles 
through rolling hills, pastures and oak and pine areas. 

We saw over 31 species including Black-headed 
Grosbeak, Western Tanager, Phainopepla, Yel-

low-rumped Warbler, Violet-green Swallows, Western 
Kingbird, Bullock's Oriole, Red-tailed Hawk, a Kettle 
of Turkey Vultures, California Quail, Acorn & Nuttall's 
Woodpeckers, Ravens,  Canada Geese, and a flock of White 
Pelicans.

A herd of Alpaca and three Llamas greeted us. Many of 
us stopped at Parrington's Barn on Wards Ferry Road 

for a bag lunch. 
Tom Parrington

........................................

UPCOMING  CSAS  FIELD  TRIPS

May 4:  GCSD Wednesday Walk

The first Wednesday of the month Bird Walk at the 
Groveland Community Services property at 18966 

Ferretti Road, Groveland will be led by Jeanne Ridgley on 
May 4 and then June 1. The property encompasses an area 
of more than 200 acres of oak, pine and willow habitat with 
three water storage ponds. 

On the April 6 Bird Walk 31 species were seen. High-
lights included Brown-headed Cowbird, Bullock’s 

Oriole and Song Sparrow.

Meet the group in the GCSD parking lot at 8:00am.  
Bring binoculars and a birding field guide if you 

have one. Rain will cancel the trip. The walk will last about 
two-three hours.               Jeanne Ridgley (209)962-7598

May 19:  Confidence Trail, Sonora

Our Blackbird presenter, Tom Hahn, will lead a birding 
walk with David Harden & Pamela Blair along this fa-

vorite and prolific trail.

Meet at 8:00am at the trailhead on Confidence/South 
Fork Rd, just north of Middle Camp Road.

David or Pamela (209)533-1668 

HIGHWAY  CLEANUP – MAY 20

Our next Adopt-a-Highway cleanup will be on Friday, May 
20th, and we invite you to join us.

Meet at Perko’s in Sonora at 7:30am to carpool to the Lake 
Don Pedro vista parking lot, or meet at the vista point at 

8:00am. We will return to Perko’s by 10:00am.
Tom Harrington (209)694-8564

YOUR 2016 - 2017 OFFICERS

Every year in June we elect a new slate (well, usually repeat 
offenders!) and this year our Board nominations are:

President Tom Parrington; VP Conservation: Walt Kruse; 
VP Programs: David Harden; Treasurer: Linda Millspaugh; 
Secretary: Jeanne Ridgley.
Voting will take place at our Annual Meeting on June 15th.

ARE  YOU  A  NEST-WATCHER? 

If you regularly watch an active nest in your garden, you're 
able to gather data that the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

would love to have.  We tend to know too little about many 
bird breeding schedules and behaviors simply because it 
takes many peoples' observations to provide sufficient data 
on many birds of the same species since individuals in dif-
ferent localities can and do live to different schedules and 
with differing behavior patterns.

So, here's another Citizen Science opportunity by enter-
ing your valuable observations on Cornell's "Nestwatch" 

website at http://nestwatch.org


