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&
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B

ecause of a “bigger pot” (a huge thanks to all of you who gave generously!!!), our Scholarship Committee awarded larger
sums this year ($2000 each). All three of our recipients have great potential to inspire others with their natural science
skills and passion. Do join us in meeting and congratulating them at our Potluck Dinner on June 17 at 5:00 at the Ambulance
Building off of Tuolumne Road.

A

renewal of last year’s scholarship was awarded to UC Davis senior, Clancy McConnell of Sonora. Clancy’s goal is to
become either a restoration ecologist or environmental planner. His dedication, enthusiasm, and optimism will all serve
him well as he finishes his BS in Environmental Science and Management and then begins his masters program in Restoration
Ecology, Geography, or Landscape Ecology. Clancy has lots of interests, including playing tenor sax in the Cal Aggie Marching
Band and running with the Davis Cross Country and Track Club!

N

ew recipients of our scholarships were awarded to two graduating seniors from Murphys who attend Humboldt State
University: Kolby Lundgren and Sarah Hecocks. Kolby’s undergraduate degree will be in Botany: she hopes to become
a research scientist and do community outreach after graduate school. She hikes, kayaks, rock-climbs, and loves to share the
outdoors with others! Sarah is finishing her degree in Wildlife Management and Conservation and will either become a wildlife
biologist, ecologist, or teacher. Her extra curricular pursuits include camping, backpacking, exploring, cooking, art-making,
and mandolin-playing!

J

oin us at 5 PM, June 17th in the Ambulance Building on Striker
Court just outside Sonora (see map at right) to celebrate another
year of birding and socializing with a new year ahead. Perhaps most
importantly, meet our Scholarship recipients whom we will support
to go on to make their contributions to environmental conservation that is so important for healthy bird populations. Bring your
favorite potluck dish so that we can also celebrate your culinary
achievements!
Upcoming 2015 Public Programs
Jul/August:

Summer break

October 21:

Karen Amstutz, Nepal

September 16:

Barry Boulton,
Why do Birds do what they do?

November 18:

Nancy Muleady-Mecham,
Inside Birds: Avian Structure and
Function

RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS
April 20
OS male Costa’s Hummingbird, after several days we confirmed a male Black-chinned Hummingbird, along w/ Rufous & Anna’s Hummers; our 1st spring in this habitat has
been exciting. We have at least 2 pairs of Black headed Grosbeaks hanging out at our feeders and possibly making a home
in the tree behind our shed. A Black Phoebe is nesting on our
front porch light. Haven’t seen the Orioles for a couple of days.
Ken Smith, Chinese Camp

F

excited to have them this year! A pair of Western Bluebirds is
nesting in our front yard box and getting close to hatching any
day now.

April 21
beautiful male Hooded Oriole came to my hummingbird
feeder this morning! Only the second one I’ve seen here in
10 years. Also, first of season Western Tanager yesterday.
Charlotte Ginn, Red Hills, Chinese Camp

A

April 28
till seeing the Rufous Hummingbirds and today a Western
Tanager male. We spotted a nest of Brewers Blackbirds and
of course the Cowbird pair nearby, doubtless waiting for nest
completion to lay their eggs. They have all been socializing on
the ground below the feeders for weeks - the Red-winged and
Brewer’s Blackbirds with the Cowbirds.
Dave Olson, Murphys, elev. 2,000 ft.

S

May 1 – 3
pring birds are joining the regulars at Pinecrest where this
weekend we were treated to 2 Ospreys which have set
up housekeeping at the nest overlooking the lake, 2 Spotted
Sandpipers, 3 Red-breasted Sapsuckers with very bright red
heads all on the same tree trunk, Olive-sided Flycatchers calling, Yellow-rumped Warblers, Turkey Vulture, Canada Geese,
Steller’s Jays, Common Ravens, Mountains Chickadees, American Robins, Dark-eyed Juncos, White-headed Woodpeckers,
Red-breasted Nuthatches and Black-headed Grosbeaks
Ellen Reintjes, Pinecrest

S

May 3
his morning I birded the first 2.5 miles of Cherry Lake
Rd from Hwy 120 east of Groveland. Highlights included FOS Black-headed Grosbeak, FOS Lazuli Bunting,
Black-throated Gray Warbler and a Mountain Quail calling
from the top of a boulder seen well in my scope.
Jeanne Ridgley, Groveland

T

May 3
’m lucky enough to live in a spot that attracts so many different birds at various times of year. Today I observed a pair of
Ash-throated Flycatchers building a nest in one of my bluebird
boxes in my far backyard. I had spotted a pair two years ago
checking the place out but they didn’t build a nest. So I’m so

I

5/25 - hatched & hungry! Noreen Seeders

I

spotted a Nuttall’s Woodpecker today along with several of
my regular Acorn Woodpeckers. The Black- headed Grosbeaks have been back for the past week or two, now and I have
a several males and females. I usually have them all summer
long. Several Orange -crowned Warblers have been here for a
week or so now and the first Yellow-rumped warbler this past
weekend.
Noreen Seeders, Murphys Pines, elev. 2,000 ft.
May 7
or the past two mornings I have heard a Western Wood-Pewee calling in the woods. They pass through here heading
to higher elevations usually in late May.
Bob Hackamack, Twain Hart, elev. 3500 ft
May 7
ad a small flock of Cedar Waxwings stop in my mulberry tree yesterday. Berries are all gone, so they took off.
Charlotte Ginn, Red Hills, Chinese Camp

F

H

May 8
Lazuli Bunting, came in to “check out” the feeder and
the attendant social life there. The other day a Western
Tanager at the bird bath. The male Black Grosbeaks have been
bathing regularly and bringing in the females to eat sunflower
seeds that the other birds so generously provide on the ground
- whatever the Band-tailed Pigeons don’t get. We saw a raven
raid a blackbird nest but was driven away by the Brewers pair,
and so far has not returned. Also saw a Heron stop in near
the Acorn Woodpeckers’ nest hole in the bull pine to collect a
twig there, which seems to be popular, as weeks back the Ravens were harvesting them from the same tree. Red Shouldered

A

Hawks who are also nesting nearby have been making their
daily appearance making their way to the pump hole, a favorite
hunting spot; when we don’t see them we hear them. Also at
night we hear the Great Horned Owls “talking” to each other.
Dave Olson, Murphys, elev. 2,000 ft
May 9
n Big Trees State Park I observed an adult Bald Eagle feeding on a trout in Beaver Creek at the southern end of the
Park which was an unusual sighting. The creek water level
was very low, flowing at late summer levels, allowing the eagle
to take advantage of this food source.
John Sutake, Arnold

I

May 12
oday here at our home we saw a Western Tanager on a
bird bath in our front yard. This is the second sighting in
two days. During the past three days, we’ve seen a male Calliope Hummingbird, two male Rufous Hummingbirds (same
time!), male Black-chinned Hummingbird, along with up to
30 Anna’s Hummingbirds in the late afternoons.

T

May 17
pair of Wilson’s Warblers was drinking at my fountain and
through my garden today. I don’t ever recall seeing this
bird before here. At first I thought finch….but then I noticed
the distinct black cap and dark eye….a visual treat.
Amy Monsen, Murphys, 2000’ elevation

A

May 20
saw a Bald Eagle flying over Beaver Creek in Big Trees SP
and also an American Dipper flitting past at high speed.
Lucia Gonzalez, Murphys

I

May 25
Cassin’s (Solitary previously) Vireo arrived today, while
the Wilson’s warblers have been here around two weeks
John Sutake Arnold, elev. 4,000 ft.
......................................

A

CSAS FIELD TRIPS
June 3 & July 1 GCSD Walks
he first Wednesday of the month Bird Walk at the Groveland Community Services property at 18966 Ferretti
Road, Groveland, is led by Jeanne Ridgley. The property encompasses more than 200 acres of oak, pine and willow habitat
with three water storage ponds. On the May 6 walk 39 species
were seen. Highlights were Cinnamon Teal, Nuttall’s Woodpecker, Song Sparrows and four species of Swallows.

T

M

eet the group in the GCSD parking lot at 8:00 AM.
Bring binoculars and a birding field guide if you have
one. Rain will cancel the trip. The walk will last two-three
hours. If you have any questions, call Jeanne at 962-7598.
...................

Western Tanager - John Turner

W

e continue to see male and female Hooded Orioles and
some first-year male and female Hooded Orioles. We
also have many Bullock’s Orioles, both male and female and
also several first-year Bullock’s Orioles.

O

n Saturday the 9th, driving through the Red Hills Critical
area, a California Thrasher flew across the road in front
of my car. When it landed atop a buckbrush, the decurved bill
and drab color confirmed the sighting.
John Turner, Elevation 1075-ft., blue-oak savanna, Lake
Don Pedro, Tuolumne County
May 14
have a flock of Evening Grosbeaks in my garden, both
males and females. Beautiful!
Laquitta Andrews

I

June 5 – June 7: 2015 Yuba Pass & Sierra Valley
ohn Turner has a 3-day field trip planned to the Yuba Pass,
Gold Lakes Highway and Sierra Valley area. Yuba Pass, at
5635 feet is a good place in June to see warblers, Evening and
Pine grosbeaks, vireos, Brown creepers, Cassin’s and Purple
finches, and more. The Gold Lakes Highway, with its high-elevation lakes present good habitats for water-oriented birds and
lastly, the Sierra Valley with the marshy habitat will have even
a greater selection of viewable birds.
For info, call John Turner at (209)532-2348
..........................

J

July 10 - 12 Lake Davis Flammulated Owl Trip
avid Arsenault of the Plumas Audubon Society will lead
CSAS chapter members on an evening walk to (hopefully) observe Flammulated Owls.
For more info please call Ken Smith at (949)922-1455
...........................................

D

FIELD TRIP REPORT
May 22 - Lyons Dam Railroad Grade
welve hardy folks braved the cold damp weather and gray
skies this morning to wander along the railroad grade listening to the morning chorus. Visibility was not the best, but
everyone enjoyed the challenge of identifying the many different songs and calls in the forest. The Nashville (“Calaveras”)
Warbler greeted us at first until the persistent Black-headed
Grosbeaks dominated the soundscape. Lots of other fun birds
were seen and heard with a total species count of twenty-five.
Lovely looks were obtained of the Chipping Sparrow and colorful Anna’s Hummingbirds, along with Western Tanager and
Olive-sided Flycatcher.
David Harden

T

W

e scattered brush and logs to close off illegal off-road vehicle access near the nesting tree. The owl came down
to see what we were doing, within ten feet of us.
David Harden

California Spotted Owl - David Harden
HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP - HELP NEEDED!
he next Adopt-a-Highway cleanup will be on Friday,
June 12. Meet at Perko’s at 7:00am to carpool to the
Lake Don Pedro vista parking lot, or meet at the vista point at
7.30am. We will return to Perko’s by 10am.
Tom Harrington (209)694-8564

T
Chipping Sparrow
Barry Boulton
Chipping Sparrow
Barry Boulton
..................................
CALIFORNIA SPOTTED OWL IN STANISLAUS NF

O

N May 19th I joined a CSERC volunteer group to assist
Adam Rich, the USFS biologist of the Stanislaus Summit
District, to help protect this way-too-curious Spotted Owl.
Central Sierra Audubon Society - CSAS

CSAS OFFICER NOMINATIONS 2015 - 2016
President: Tom Parrington
VP, Conservation: Walt Kruse
VP, Programs: David Harden
Secretary: Tom Harrington
Treasurer: Linda Millspaugh
These directors will be elected by majority vote of members
present or represented by proxy at the Annual Meeting.
YOUR AUDUBON BOARD

Chapter of the National Audubon Society

Tom Parrington, President			

928-3835

P.O. Box 3047, Sonora, CA 95370

Walt Kruse, VP Conservation			

(707)548-1829

David Harden, VP Programs			

533-1668

Tom Harrington, Secretary			

694-8564

Linda Millspaugh, Treasurer 			

586-9557

Ken Smith, Field Trips

(949)922-1455

Jeanne Ridgley, Membership			

962-7598

Membership of National Audubon & CSAS

Pamela Blair, Education			

533-1668

If you are not already a member, we would be honored to have you

Jan Jorn-Baird, Publicity			

532-1106

join us. You can join as a full member of National Audubon Society

Barry Boulton, Newsletter Editor		

596-0612

which includes dues for CSAS membership or, alternately, you may

				rbarryboulton@gmail.com

join as a local member of CSAS in which case you will receive the

YOUR AUDUBON COMMITTEES

monthly Squawker newsletter and be privy to all other CSAS activities.

Ron & Barbara McDow, Bird Box Trail		

(650)391-5277

An application form is on the front page of the CSAS website at

Tom Harrington, Book Sales			

694-8564

www.centralsierraaudubon.org/join-us/

Anthea Neilson, Hospitality			

533-0360

Pamela Blair, Scholarship			

533-1668

General Meetings: Third Wednesday at 7pm (except July and August),
in the Tuolumne Public Library on Greenley Road, Sonora.
Board Meetings: Third Wednesday at 3pm (Sept. - May) at the Blood
Bank Conference Room behind Rite Aid on Greenley Road, Sonora.

