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  November 19:  Steven Umland, Africa Tour, Part I

  December:  Christmas Bird Count Report & Potluck

  January 21: To be determined

   February 18: Tom Hahn, Red Crossbills

  March 18: Karen Amstutz, Nepal

  April 15: John Harris, Sierra Mammals

  May 20: Steven Umland, Africa Tour, Part II

  June 17: Annual meeting & potluck

Upcoming 2014 - 2015 Public Programs

PUBLIC PROGRAM - OCTOBER 15

Plumas Audubon’s Grebe and Owl Conservation Projects

Presented by David Arsenault, Executive Director, Plumas Audubon Society

The Plumas Audubon Society, in partnership with Audubon California and other Audubon chapters in northern 
California, have been working to conserve Clark’s and Western Grebe populations in northern California and 

Flammulated Owl populations around Lake Davis.  

Plumas Audubon has been monitoring grebes breeding at four lakes in northeastern California for the last five years 
and Flammulated Owl populations around Lake Davis for the last three years.  The grebe populations comprise a 

significant proportion of the total grebe population in California and the western U.S. and the owl population is the 
largest known in the Sierra Nevada and are thus of high conservation value. 

A focus of our grebe study is to determine how 
water level management at three reservoirs 

(Lake Almanor, Lake Davis, and Antelope Lake) 
affects breeding grebes and to find ways to im-
prove their reproduction.  Another focus of our 
owl study is to determine how forest thinning 
projects and snag availability affects owls.  

David will discuss each study’s results to date 
and Audubon’s efforts to help these unique 

water birds and forest owls.  For more information 
on the studies, see: http://www.plumasaudubon.
org/grebes.html and http://www.plumasaudu-
bon.org/flammulated-owls.html

Join us at 7 PM, October 15th in the Tuolumne County Library on Greenley Road in Sonora to enjoy David’s presentation.
 The public is always welcome at our monthly programs and refreshments are served after the program. Products and 

publications on a wide range of birding topics are on display and on sale at each meeting.  For further information, please call 
David Harden at (209)533-1668 or email dharden@sonnet.com.

Courting Western Grebes - David Arsenault



STATE OF THE BIRDS

Even if you haven’t read, seen or heard about the National Audubon Society’s report entitled “Field Guide to the Future: Half 
of North America’s Birds at Risk from Global Warming”, you know from your own observation that the future for many 

birds is pretty grim.  Declining bird populations have been going on for a long time such that even when I was a young lad in 
rural England we sadly noticed the less frequent Nightingale singing by the year.  It may have been that - romantically speaking - a 
“Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square” (for you youngsters less than about a hundred years old, that was a popular British song 
in the early 1900s!) but in the real world it was already on its way out and now my brother, living still in our birth house, never 
hears it.  Meanwhile, here in California, birds such as the White and Red-breasted Nuthatches, Western Tanager, Purple Finch 
and a host of others are threatened due to loss of habitat through human activities and climate change.

Since it’s depressing news - just like so much going 
on in the world - I’ve been thinking about how we 

might react positively, neither shutting it out or be-
coming totally absorbed.  It’s evident that most of us 
have neither the time or the knowledge to be actively 
involved in direct conservation, but organizations like 
the Audubon Society and the Sierra Club are investing 
heavily in combatting human-induced climate change, 
so joining such organizations and donating, perhaps 
making a bequest, is an effective way to be part of the 
conservation work.

There’s another way too, one that I highly recom-
mend, and that is to get our youngsters, children, 

grand-children and so on out into the countryside to 

see the birds, the plants and the trees, to be aware of 
them and to love them.  For we can only protect what 
we know and love.  Get them to use their computer 
skills to log on to e-bird and report their sightings so 
as to enlarge the knowledge database. A small pro-
portion of those youngsters will become active advo-
cates for the birds and be directly engaged in their 
conservation and will thank you for sharing your love 
with them.  That enables all of us to enjoy out natural 
surroundings and each other, surely a pleasurable way 
to participate in conservation?  May I offer one piece 
of advice - if you have youngsters but no binoculars, 
buy a pair because even low-cost ones improve the 
enjoyment tremendously and are likely to hook them 
on birding.  I had the great pleasure a few days ago of 
watching a sleepy, hunched-up Great Blue Heron through my binoculars when a Ring-billed Gull suddenly landed right beside 
the heron with a fish squirming in its bill; to watch it very handily swallow the fish was quite exciting - even if the fish had a 
different point of view!

Well, that’s my perspective on the issue and if you have other views, please let me know and I’ll see if I can incorporate them 
in November’s Squawker.  Meanwhile, if you wish to read the report, you can find it at: www.audubon.org

Barry Boulton

Western Tanager - up to 70% habitat loss by 2080

White-breasted Nuthatch
Up to 79% habitat loss by 2080



CSAS SUMMER/FALL BIRD SIGHTINGS

8/27

After a couple of days birding in Alpine and Mono, I head-
ed home to the Bay Area via CA-108 and checked out the 

pond at the east end of Rock River Road in Tuolumne County.  
Two Phalaropes were present, along with Greater Yellowlegs.  
They appeared to have smooth gray backs, long thin bills and 
seemed to lack dark markings on the cheek, so I think they 
were Wilson’s Phalaropes.
Ken Schneider, San Francisco

8/28

Yesterday’s bird was a juvenile Red-necked Phalarope with 
dark streaks on the back and a dark patch across the eye. 

I have not seen today’s birds so I cannot comment but if what 
Ken described is correct, then today’s birds are Wilson’s Phal-
aropes with smooth gray backs and a long thin bill. There 
should be no dark patch through the eye either only a wispy 
thin streak giving these birds the appearance of a white face.
Jim Lomax

8/29

After reading Jim Lomax’s post this morning on the Red-
necked Phalarope on the pond at the east end of Rock 

River Rd, Bill Zachman and I arrived there at 7:30 AM. After 
some searching, Bill spotted two through the weeds on the far 
side with a Yellowlegs.
Jeanne Ridgley, Groveland

9/12

Saw the first solo White Crowned Sparrow in my 
yard. 

Charlotte Ginn, Red Hills, Chinese Camp

9/18

We too had White-crowned Sparrows for the first 
time last Thursday.  The Black Phoebe is back 

and the flocks of Bushtits seem larger,12 or more in each 
flock.
Steve Stocking, San Andreas

9/20

This morning here at Don Pedro Subdivision above Lake 
Don Pedro, we had our first of season Spotted Towhee 

and White-crowned Sparrows. Yesterday while outside try-
ing to find the CDF spotter airplane overhead, I noticed a 
White-throated Swift flying around overhead. The swift 
brings the species total for our yard to 125.
John Turner, Lake Don Pedro, Tuolumne County.

9/20

We had our FOS White-Crowned Sparrow, a lone adult 
male Saturday evening.  The next day, they were the 

dominant ground bird at our new house in Chinese Camp.  
Bushtits have been around for several days  Nearly every 
morning a covey of Quail make their rounds and a Nuttall’s 
Woodpecker’s rattling call awakes us as it moves from tree to 
tree next to the house.  A pair of Western Bluebirds come for 
water daily at the bird-bath.
Ken Smith, Bull Pine Savannah, Elev: 1180

9/21

There were about 15 Bushtits in one group.  Our Black 
Phoebe is only here seasonally and we have seen a Phaino-

pepla only once or twice. In this area they seem to be relatively 
common 500 or so feet lower...near Valley Springs.

Last evening near Milton at about dusk (it was also 
somewhat smokey) we scared up a Lesser Night-

hawk. We were near Rock Creek where we have seen 
them before. Also we have seen a Spotted Towhee for the 
last several days.
Steve Stocking

9/21

Yes, I, too have noticed a lot more Bushtits. I thought it 
was a fledged family, though now that I think about it, 

they group together beginning in the fall. Our Black Phoebe 
never left, and we still have Phainopeplas who seem be full-
time residents.
John Turner

9/22

My husband and I just returned from a few days in smoke-
filled Pinecrest.  After the rain-hail-thunder-lightning 

event Saturday night, the morning after was especially busy 
with birds taking advantage of the wet manzanita leaves. 

A small flock of Yellow-rumped Warblers and Audubon’s 
Warblers were preening & bathing, along with a busy Or-

ange-crowned Warbler.  In the afternoon, they had a beautiful 
Yellow Warbler join them.   The other interesting bird activ-
ity while I was there was a noisy White-headed Woodpecker 
group perhaps adults convincing the young ones to grow up!  
Lots of squabbling among them.  

At my hummingbird feeder, there were  two Red-breasted 
Sapsuckers that took turns sipping from it.  This is the 

second summer for them to visit the feeder.  The White-head-
ed Woodpeckers would hop down to a nearby dish of water to 
drink.  Together, the two species made quite a picture.  
 On Saturday, we drove off-road to Groundhog Mead-

ow where there were many “mystery” sparrows in the 
willows by a running stream.  I saw one Song Sparrow and 
watched a glorious Red-tailed Hawk circling  the meadow.  
Jackie Bobrosky, Pinecrest, CA



Central Sierra Audubon Society - CSAS
Chapter of the National Audubon Society
P.O. Box 3047
Sonora,  CA 95370

www.centralsierraaudubon.org

General Meetings: Third Wednesday at 7pm (except July and August), 
in the Tuolumne Public Library on Greenley Road, Sonora.

Board Meetings: First Wednesday at 6pm (Sept. through May) in the 
Jamestown Community Hall.

Membership of National Audubon & CSAS
If you are not already a member, we would be honored to have you 
join us.  You can join as a full member of National Audubon Society 
which includes dues for CSAS membership or, alternately you may 
join as a local member of CSAS in which case you will receive the 
monthly Sqauwker newsletter and be privy to all other CSAS activities.
An application form  is on the front page of the CSAS website at
www.centralsierraaudubon.org

YOUR AUDUBON BOARD
Tom Parrington, President   928-3835
Walt Kruse, VP Conservation   (707)548-1829
David Harden, VP Programs   533-1668
Tom Harrington, Secretary   694-8564
Linda Millspaugh, Treasurer    586-9557
Ken Smith, Field Trips                             (949)922-1455
Jeanne Ridgley, Membership   962-7598
Pamela Blair, Education   533-1668
Jan Jorn-Baird, Publicity   532-1106
Barry Boulton, Newsletter Editor  596-0612
    rbarryboulton@gmail.com

YOUR AUDUBON COMMITTEES
Suzanne Kilburn, Bird Box Trail  532-1938
Tom Harrington, Book Sales   694-8564
Anthea Neilson, Hospitality   533-0360
Pamela Blair, Scholarship   533-1668
John Turner, Website   852-2348
Steven Umland, Sightings, Sonora CBC 352-6985
Barry Boulton, Calaveras CBC  596-0612

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

October 1st & November 5th GCSD Walks

The first Wednesday of the month Bird Walk at the Grov-
eland Community Services property at 18966 Ferretti 

Road, Groveland is led by Jeanne Ridgley. The property en-
compasses an area of more than 200 acres of oak, pine and wil-
low habitat with three water storage ponds.  Dusky Flycatcher 
was added in Aug for 139 species of birds that have been seen 
there since November of 2007. Migrating birds continue. Five 
Black-necked Stilts were seen---rare for Tuolumne County. 
Winter waterfowl will be returning.

Meet the group in the GCSD parking lot at 8:00 AM.  
Bring binoculars and a birding field guide if you have 

one. Rain will cancel the trip. The walk will last two-three 
hours. If you have any questions, call Jeanne at 962-7598.

...........................................

October 18th - Birding Dragoon Gulch
Join Ken Smith, 7:30, Saturday, October 18th at Dragoon 
Gulch in Woods Creek Rotary Park at the corner of Woods 
Creek Road and Stockton Street in Sonora. Woods Creek Street 
is easy to miss so look for the train engine at the Toulumne 
County Fairgrounds opposite Woods Creek Street.  Follow 
Woods Creek to the parking lot behind the baseball field at the 
Dragoon Gulch trailhead.  The trail moves through residential 
areas and then up the gulch with some moderate uphill grades.  
We will be observing riparian and brushy habitats along with 
towering oaks and eucalyptus full of sparrows, finches, war-
blers, bushtits, titmice, hummingbirds, woodpeckers, and rap-
tors.   Wear comfortable walking shoes, muted colors, dress 
for fall, bring water and a snack.  We should be through by 
noon.   I can be reached by phone @ 949-922-1455 (cell) or 
kenksingz_2@yahoo,com.

Trip leader: Ken Smith (949)922-1455

FIELD TRIP REPORT
September 21st - String of Pearls, Knights Ferry

About ten of us met at the Visitors’ Center and birded the 
Knights Ferry Bridge, with relatively few birds, perhaps 

because a Cooper’s Hawk had patrolled the area before us.  We 
nevertheless had a flyover of three Lewis’ Woodpeckers.  Con-
tinuing to the overlook at the String of Pearls Pond, we were 
treated to a noisy altercation between competing Red-shoul-
dered Hawks.  Glassing(!) the reeds in the area where last year 
we had seen Black-crowned Night Herons and a Green Heron, 
we perceived black shadows hoping that they would material-
ize into a Sora or two, or perhaps a Virginia Rail; they turned 
out to be about seven Moorhens ( now Common Gallinule); 
still nice!  Lunch and a walk in the park by the bridge produced 
Cedar Waxwings, while the final park gave some liucky ones 
the Wilson’s Warbler.   The weather was perfect after the rain 
the night before and we all had an enjoyable day of birding.

Paolo Maffei

FALL BIRD BOX SALE - OCTOBER 11
Please call Tom Harrington, 694-8564 to assist.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT
I am delighted to announce that Front Porch Communications 
awarded a grant to our education program to purchase a class 
set of beautiful, small Pentax binoculars - perfect for beginners 
as well as children.  They will be put to good use as students, 
their teachers, and I explore afield.  Seeing nature closely  helps 
us all to connect deeply with our environment.  The skills stu-
dents learn will enhance their knowledge of the world!  To 
ensure proper management, Clint’s Trophy shop is currently 
labeling and numbering each one.  Front Porch Communica-
tions’ generous gift will benefit many, many children.  As their 
community outreach chair, Holly Britton, said  “It’s the type 
of gift that keeps on giving!”

Pamela Blair, Education Chair


