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PUBLIC PROGRAM - MARCH 19th

Dr. Steller’s Jay

Presented by Pete Devine, Resident Naturalist for the Yosemite Conservancy

Pete Devine will tell the story of Georg Wilhelm Steller the brilliant and passionate German 
naturalist attached to the expedition of Captain Vitus Bering in 1741 - 42 that discovered 

Alaska. Everyone who gets outdoors in the Sierra will soon encounter a Steller’s Jay, but most 
people ignore them because they’re so common, and they have a rascally reputation.  In this 
program we’ll meet the man who first described this species in 1741, Dr. Georg Wilhelm Steller.   
His remarkable story is scarcely known; the jay is the same way, as we’ll learn in this presentation 
that blends biology and history.  Yosemite naturalist Pete Devine takes on the role of Dr. Steller to 
explore this under-appreciated element of the Sierra Nevada.

Pete grew up playing outdoors in New England and he connected with the West on family 
camping trips.  He finished his biology degree in Colorado and went to work as an interpre-

tive naturalist, national park ranger, river guide on the Colorado River, teacher on Cape Cod, 
outdoor educator in the mountains of Chile and  archeologist in New Zealand.  He has biked 
around Iceland, backpacked the Alps, birded Costa Rica, and led trips to China’s national parks.  
Pete has been working in Yosemite for 25 years, where he has directed the education programs for 
the nonprofits Yosemite Institute (now NatureBridge) and Yosemite Conservancy.   He has hiked, 
skied and cycled throughout the park in every season.  He’s become a celebrated expert on Yosemite’s history and natural history, 
with specialties in studying the park’s glaciers, John Muir, and Steller’s Jays.  You may have seen him in several ‘Yosemite Nature 
Notes’ videos, including the frazil ice episode.  

Join us at 7 PM, March 19th at the Tuolumne County Library on Greenley Road in Sonora. The public is always welcome 
and refreshments will be served after the program. Products and publications on a wide range of birding topics are on display 

at each meeting.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Walking the length of Algerine and Twist roads during the recent Christmas Bird Count, Pamela and I were joined by some 
good friends who wanted to see what it was all about.  Apart from the sore feet and stiff knees, we were able to share a 

marvelous day outside and many wonderful birds.  A highlight came during the middle of the day as we were watching a Northern 
Mockingbird who was standing guard on a phone line, keeping a sharp eye out for any intruders.  It didn’t seem bothered by our 
close presence, but suddenly dropped from its perch when a beautiful Red-breasted Sapsucker approached the Toyon bush it was 
guarding.  We were treated to a fine display of aerial acrobatics as the two birds swooped and darted around the berry-covered 
shrub.  The Sapsucker retreated by using us as cover, flying within a foot or two of our heads on his way across the road.  There 
the Mockingbird was content to let him stay until the Sapsucker tried again, flying right past us and into the Toyon.  Another 
dogfight ensued with the Mockingbird finally convincing the Sapsucker to give it up; this was its territory.

It is these glimpses into the natural world that keep all of us going back out whenever we can to see just what is 
happening.  I hope your year is filled with wonderful birds and glorious days outdoors where you find a sense of 

connection with our fellow creatures. 
David Harden

Pete at Vernal Falls



.
UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Apr 16  Guy Van Cleave - “Bird Evolution”

May 21 Jack Laws - “Nature Observation”

June 18 Annual meeting, elections and potluck
................................................................

“One touch of nature
makes the whole world kin”

William Shakespeare
..................................

2013 TRAVELOGUE

Southern African and Madagascar
by Steven Umland.    Part VI

Kruger National Park—July 2013

We arrived at Pretoriuskop Rest Camp late in the after-
noon and they would be closing the gates soon. There 

was no time to go out on a “drive”, so we unpacked the car 
and took a walk around the camp. There were many groups of 
Helmeted Guineafowl roving the camp and our ears were met 
with the mysterious songs and calls of unknown birds. Along 
the outside of the perimeter fence small bands of Impala and a 
few Warthogs roamed. We finished our walk, noticing Green 
Pigeons and Scarlet-chested Sunbirds in the trees, and retired 
to our bungalow to eat and talk about the wonders we would 
see on the following day.

For our first drive 
we decided to 

stay close to camp 
and found ourselves 
in line waiting for 
the gates to open at 
6 AM. Following 
the map, we start-
ed driving toward 
some rocky out-
crops called Kopjes 
(copies). Before long, we stopped the car to watch a troop of 
Baboons come strolling up the road. We gazed in wonder when 
we saw our first herd of Elephants cross the road. I was awe-
struck as these magnificent creatures popped out of the bush 
and made it one by one to the other side of the road. We smiled 
when a little squirt appeared in the midst of the “big fellas” (a 
name given to them by a previous guide). We worked hard to 
see our first Water Buffalo. A couple of them showed up in 
some trees a long way off and we spent 30 minutes trying to 
maneuver the truck into position so we could both get good 
looks. Of course, later in the day we were stopped cold by our 
first (there would be many more) herd of 200+ that were mov-
ing across the road with their attendant Red-billed and Yel-
low-billed Oxpeckers. 

At one point, we came across a group of cars that were 
strewn across the road with people all looking at some-

thing. We were told that there were Lions around so I tried 
to position the car so that 
we could get a peek. It took 
a while but we were reward-
ed with some great looks at 
three maned males. 
The Big Five; Elephant, 
Buffalo, Rhino, Lion, and 
Leopard are a prized list that 
tourists covet. By the end of 
the first day we were miss-
ing only the Leopard. Along 
with these beauties we also 
saw dozens of Giraffe and, 
our favorite, Zebra. Zebras 
are amazing; no two are 
identical. When you see herds of them, it can be difficult to 
see where one starts and ends as the vertical stripes blend them 
together. It was fascinating to look at them close up and find 
the differences between them. I was particularly enthralled by 
the “diamond” marking on the fronts of their faces.

Late the following day, we 
found another “herd” of 

cars blocking the road so 
we went to investigate. As 
we approached, we saw a 
Leopard by the side of the 
road! We spent 20 minutes 
watching this sleek, beau-
tiful animal pace back and 
forth among the trees and 
shrubs. We had to beat feet 
back to camp at a safe 50 
km/hr (30 mph), got held 
up by a herd of Buffalo, but 
made it back to camp where 
they closed the gates behind 
us!  Whew!

Next month, I’ll talk birds.
Steven Umland

..........................

FIELD TRIPS

Note: All CSAS field trips are open to the public. 

Children are welcome. As usual, wear muted colors. Wear 
a hat, use sun protection, bring water and a snack plus 

sturdy but comfortable shoes. It is winter and the weather is 
variable, so consider dressing in layers. Bring binoculars, field 
guides and spotting scopes if you have them.  Rain may cancel 
the trip – see trip details.



UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

March 5th & April 2nd, GCSD

Jeanne Ridgley will, as usual, lead the Bird Walk at the 
Groveland Community Services property at 18966 Ferretti 

Road, Groveland. 136 species of birds have been seen there 
since November of 2007.  Meet the group in the GCSD park-
ing lot at 8:00 AM.  Rain will cancel the trip. The walk will last 
about two-three hours. If you have any questions, call Jeanne 
at 962-7598.

.............................

March 8th, Basso Bridge Area near Turlock Lake

Guy Van Cleave, retired Columbia College biologist will 
lead another “backyard birding” field trip. This time we 

will visit the area along the Tuolumne River, just downstream 
from La Grange. This is in the Basso Bridge area, near Turlock 
Lake. This area teems with feathered vertebrates; 40+ species 
are not uncommon, some notables being Phainopeplas and 
Fox Sparrows.

Meet Guy in the fishing access parking lot , just off High-
way 132 on Lake Road at 8:30AM.  The fishing access 

is easy to find.  Take J59 (La Grange Road) south toward La 
Grange.  When you get to the stop sign turn right on Highway 
132 (Yosemite Blvd.), travel a crooked mile or two and turn left 
on Lake Road.  You will almost immediately see the lot on your 
right.  (If you cross the river after the stop sign, you missed 
Lake Road).  Bring the usual stuff:  binos, hat, field guide, wa-
ter, snack/lunch and weather appropriate clothing.  We will do 
some walking on uneven terrain.

...............................

March 15th, Watertown Pond, Calaveras County

Steve Stocking and Ailene Garrido will lead a field trip to 
Watertown Pond (one of Ken Smith’s  favorite birding spots 

in Calaveras County), Valley Springs Sewer Pond, and New 
Hogan Reservoir.  This will be a combined birding and native 
plant field trip.  This is an opportunity to examine some rela-
tionships between birds and plants.  We will meet at Starbucks 
at the Mar-Val shopping center in Valley Springs at 8:30 a.m.   
Bring a snack, lunch and drink.  

Steve can be reached at snlsox@earthlink.net

March 26-28, Pinnacles National Park 

John Turner will lead this mid-week field trip to Pinnacles 
National Monument March 26 through 28 – note this is 

mid-week to avoid the high volume of campers, which should 
improve birding. Located about 30 miles south of Hollister, 
this can be a two- or three-day outing. Considering the dis-
tance, carpooling is highly recommended. There will be birding 
excursions, all day Wednesday, Thursday and Friday morning. 
Accommodations are either back up north on Highway 25 in 
Hollister, or camping at the park’s Pinnacles Campground just 
inside the east entrance off Highway 25. John and Sandra plan 

on arriving on Tuesday with their trailer. For camping informa-
tion, visit the website www.nps.gov/pinn/planyourvisit/camp.
htm. The campground has very limited and pricey supplies so 
plan to bring food, and water or beverages.

Set in a habitat of chaparral, oaks and gray pines, the for-
mations created by volcanic activity millions of years ago 

set a stunning backdrop on the horizon to the west and south. 
Hiking boots or sturdy walking shoes, a sun hat and sunscreen, 
and insect repellent are advisable for all trips. As always, plan 
for variable weather. Binoculars are a must, bird books are most 
helpful, and spotting scopes are optional and are much appre-
ciated. There are many miles of hiking trails of varying difficul-
ty, and at the top, are great views. This should also be a good 
opportunity for photography.

John Turner (209)852-2348
..................................

April 6th, New Hogan Reservoir

Steve Stocking and Ailene Garrido will lead a field trip to 
New Hogan Reservoir and the surrounding area.  This will 

be a combined birding and native plant field trip.  Again, a great 
opportunity to examine some relationships between birds and 
plants.   We hope to see tricolored blackbirds if there’s enough 
rain to activate the vernal pools.  We will meet at 8.30am at 
Hogan Dam Overlook which is adjacent to the offices, has a 
restroom and a good view of the lake. 

Take Silver Rapids Road off of Hwy 26 south of Valley 
Springs, this takes you up the river to the dam. (The other 

way is to take Hogan Dam Road off of Hwy 26 which starts 
nearer Valley Springs.).
A secondary meeting place at the IOOF Hall in Milton (9:30) 
and then on to Copperopolis and the vernal pools if they are 
functioning.  Bring a snack, lunch and drink.  

Steve can be reached at snlsox@earthlink.net
...................................

CSAS FIELD TRIP REPORTS & SIGHTINGS

Salt Springs Valley, Feb 22nd

Fourteen people braved the 70°, beautifully clear Saturday 
birding in Calaveras Co.  9 AM found us at the Copperop-

olis Reservoir searching the pond for ducks. Sifting through the 
numerous types of waterfowl on the dwindling impoundment 
produced many American Wigeon, Ruddy and Ring-necked 
Ducks and the ever-amusing American Coot among others. 
The favorites appeared to be two Green-winged Teal and a pair 
of Hooded Mergansers.

Leaving the Reservoir behind, we then worked our way 
north through the oak grasslands. Rock Creek Rd. had pre-

cious few birds to boast about. Parking at the McCarty Ranch 
kicked up a few more water birds and a Black Phoebe for our 
enjoyment. Just as we were about to leave, a Ferruginous Hawk 
appeared to the north. Not everyone got good looks at it so the 
chase was on. We never did see that bird again. Grrrrr.



Central Sierra Audubon Society - CSAS
Chapter of the National Audubon Society
P.O. Box 3047
Sonora,  CA 95370

www.centralsierraaudubon.org

General Meetings: Third Wednesday at 7pm (except July and August), 
in the Tuolumne Public Library on Greenley Road, Sonora.

Board Meetings: First Wednesday at 6pm (Sept. through May) in the 
Jamestown Community Hall.

Membership of National Audubon & CSAS
If you are not already a member, we would be honored to have you 
join us.  You can join as a full member of National Audubon Society 
which includes dues for CSAS membership or, alternately you may 
join as a local member of CSAS in which case you will receive the 
monthly Sqauwker newsletter and be privy to all other CSAS activities.
An application form  is on the front page of the CSAS website at
www.centralsierraaudubon.org

YOUR AUDUBON BOARD
David Harden, President   533-1668
Tom Parrington, VP Conservation  928-3835
Walt Kruse, VP Programs   588-8067
Tom Harrington, Secretary   694-8564
Linda Millspaugh, Treasurer    586-9557
Ken Smith, Field Trips                             (949)922-1455
Jeanne Ridgley, Membership   962-7598
Pamela Blair, Education   533-1668
Jan Jorn-Baird, Publicity   532-1106
Barry Boulton, Newsletter Editor  596-0612
    rbarryboulton@gmail.com

YOUR AUDUBON COMMITTEES
Suzanne Kilburn, Bird Box Trail  532-1938
Tom Harrington, Book Sales   694-8564
Anthea Neilson, Hospitality   533-0360
Pamela Blair, Scholarship   533-1668
John Turner, Website   852-2348
Steven Umland, Sightings, Sonora CBC 352-6985
Barry Boulton, Calaveras CBC  596-0612

At lunch, a large flock of Cedar Waxwings landed conve-
niently next to our table.  Among the 55 species recorded 

were Common Goldeneye, Common Merganser, Phainopep-
la, Nuttal’s Woodpecker and an unidentified wren.  

Paolo Maffei
...............................

MYSTERY BIRD

The Squawker carries a bird photo each month for you to 
identify and perhaps gain a little insight into that species’ 

lifestyle.  The answer will 
be published on the CSAS 
Facebook page and in the 
following month’s Squawk-
er.  This month’s mystery 
bird is fairly common, but 
not so easily seen.

Last month’s mystery 
bird was a juvenile 

Bald Eagle.  It takes 4 - 5 
years for the head to ma-
ture into that iconic pure 
white  coloration, and this 
one was mostly brown, so 
probably a first year bird.

..................................

NEWS FROM NATIONAL AUDUBON

David Yarnold, NAS President, has just announced that a 
major funding grant will allow each Audubon chapter to 

be trained on GIS software, and to load licensed software on 
local computers to facilitate chapter conservation analyses and 
activities.

The convoy made it to Salt Springs Valley Reservoir (yet 
another dwindling impoundment). Things got rockin’ 

very fast. The trip leader felt somewhat useless as people start-
ing spotting birds at a rapid pace. After glassing the water, a 
Canvasback was seen and then a Prairie Falcon zipped by. Sec-
onds later a Golden Eagle showed above us being harassed by 
a Red-shouldered Hawk. The falcon then came back to make 
sure we knew what it was. Flying over close we all could easily 
see its light color and the dark “armpits”. Spectacular! Sharp 
eyes found an adult Bald Eagle about a mile away sitting in an 
oak. This bird eventually left its perch and came straight at us 
and flew overhead making sure all of us saw it. The group then 
broke up and several of us made the journey home.  A few then 
continued to the east side of the lake and picked up a couple 
more Ferruginous Hawks, 2 Kestrels, 2 Northern Harriers, and 
a Yellow-billed Magpie. It was a great day with 57 species being 
identified by the group!

........................................................

String of Pearls, Knights Ferry Feb. 2nd 2014

Starting at Knight’s Ferry, eight of us enjoyed an excellent 
day’s birding despite the overcast, blustery weather.  Right 

off the bat, by the visitor center, we were thrilled to discover 
that the goldfinches in a 
large flock working the 
alder over the path were 
American Goldfinches.  

Highlight of the 
day were sixty 

White Pelicans cruis-
ing and dipping as a 
tightly packed flotil-
la.  At the same pond, 
we observed five Black 
Crowned Night Herons 
and a Green Heron beneath a Great Egret, just as a   Great Blue 
Heron flew over to complete the tableau.  

Green Heron - Barry Boulton

Photo: John Turner


